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In 1877, the Swedish Baptist Church dispatched missionaries to China, and entered Shandong Province in 1891. They established in Jiaozhou their center and began the history of Rui
Hua in 1892. There were 94 churches and missions built in Rizhao, Juxian, Gaomi, Zhucheng, Pingdu, Jimo, Jiaonan, and other cities and counties by 1941. For six decades, the gospel of
Jesus Christ reached more than 400,000 people in Jiaodong, with 6,628 people baptized. They established 42 “Rui Hua Schools” and Bible Colleges to educate 1,542 students, and con-
tributed to the development of postal services, hospitals, orphanages, quit-smoking centers, services for the poor in many townships, with far-reaching impact to the quality of life of
many people. The Swedish Baptist Church in Shandong ended its mission in 1951, lasting for six decades.
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Traces of divinely fragrant linger in leisurely years. In February 2018, the former site of "Rui Hua School" was designated as a city-level cultural relics protection unit in Jiaozhou, Qing-
dao. In April 2018, Ms. Alice RinellHermansson, granddaughter of J.A. Rinell, and Mr. Janeric Johansson, a Swedish artist, both donated precious historical materials and gathered the
support and blessingsof the pastors of Jiaozhou and Beijing churches indedicating the love offerings to build “Rui Hua History Museum” in order to memorialize the contributions of the
Swedish Baptist missionaries to the development of parishes, educational, cultural, and other services in Shandong.
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How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!
——ROMANS 10: 15b
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Missionaries wha served in China for the Haptist Unian of Sweden, 1891-1931
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In May 2017, Sweden artist Janeric Johansson and Alice Rinell Hermansson, Mariann Hagbarth, Margareta Jonell who are the descendants of the missionary from Sweden Baptist church visited
Jiaozhou Ruihua church and donated the artwork to “Ruihua History Museum"”

look around the artwork by 180 degree, you can have different feelings and will see the surprising connection of east and west civilizations.
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Dear Friends in Jiaozhou,

In April 2018 you are opening a museum in Jiaozhou in a building that is almost one hundred years old. Congratulations!

There is a saying: If these walls could talk.... There is so much history, so many stories,that these walls have witnessed!

The building was built in 1923 to be a School for girls. Through the years it has been used by different organizations and for different purposes. Let me tell you about some of them.

A long time before it was built,the building was in my grandmother’s dreams. Her name was Hedvig Rinell, and she and her husband came to Jiaozhou from Sweden in 1894. On her arrival in China, she wrote in her
diary: “From now on,China is my country and the Chinese people are my people”. And she did stay in Jiaozhou for 55 years. Throughout her whole life, she loved China and the Chinese people. She was a school
teacher, and she was eager to engage in education. At that time, many young people did not have an opportunity to go to school. Especially not the girls.

It was not until year 1900 that she and a Chinese school teacher, Wang Cinhua, started the first school for five boys in Jiaozhou. At that time people did nottrust the foreigners, so the boys all came from families re-
lated to the mission. Three years later,with just four little girls, a girls’ school was started by Mrs. Anna Lindberg together with the Chinese teacher Fan Rongyuan. A year later, the Lindberg family moved to take up
work in Zhucheng, which made my grandmother responsible for both these little schools in Jiaozhou. Time was not yet ripe for co-education of boys and girls.

My grandparents had moved to a place at Dajingjiai in Xiguan in 1896. Now the two little schools moved into their yard. In time, the schools grew and in 1901 they each got their own school building close by. By
1909, there were quite a few students who had completed primary school, and some wanted to continue their studies. So,two Middle Schools were started, one for boys and one for girls. In 1910, the middle school
boys moved into a new campus close to the Sweet Potato Market (Digua Shi). North of the school, a small hospital clinic was built, and in 1913, a Church was built on the south end of this property. - But there was
no money for a new Girls' School!

That is when the Girls’ School became my grandmother’s fervent dream. In the meantime,one more school was started:ABible School for women. Here, women were prepared to work among women and children in
churches and in the community.In 1919, my grandparents visited Sweden. They met the mission secretary there, and my grandmother told him about her dream! Before she went back to China, it was decided that
funds would be raised to build a Girls' School in Jiaozhou. My grandmother was so happy!

On their return to China, they purchasedaproperty, and in 1923 the building you are in now was in place. Grandmother writes in her diary about the day when the older girls moved in. (The little girls in grades 1-3,
were still in the old school.) They carried their bedding and other belongings from the old school to this new place. On the way across the fields,they were singing and rejoicing. The bottom floor was soon turned
into a dormitory, there was a dining area in the right wing of the school, and the auditorium and classrooms were upstairs.

In time, the schools became quite popular. In the Primary School, the number of students increased from 500 to 750 and up to 1000. In the Middle School there were about 200 students. The schools had many qual-
ified Chinese teachers anda good reputation. But the school leaders were still recruited among the Swedes. Mrs. Rinell was the school leader of the Primary School and the Girls’ Middle School until 1929. She also
led the Boys' Middle School except for the years 1910-1915, when it was led by Rev. Leander. Soon, the two oldest sons in the Rinell family returned from their studies in Sweden to work in the Mission in China. So
Egron Rinell (Ren Yulin) served as principal of the Boys' Middle School from 1918-1929, except for one year when his brother Oscar Rinell (Ren Weilin) took over.

In the year 1929,there were some major changes. The Chinese school authorities demanded that all schools be registered. With this development,some new regulations were introduced. One change was to intro-
duceco-education.So, this building became the Primary School for both boys and girls (grades 4-6), and the middle school girls joined classes at the Boy’s Middle School. Another change was that the headmaster-
sor principals of the schools should be Chinese citizens. This was no problem, because by then there were many capable teachers, who could take on this role. The first five years (1929-1934) Mr. Goa Jinshi from
Zhucheng was the principal of the Primary School. When he chose to return to Zhucheng, Mr. Qi Zongtang took over. Mr. Wu of the Presbyterian mission was the leader of the Middle School for one year. After that
Mr. Wang Huating (also called Wang Fengming) became the principal of this school. This arrangement lasted until November 1947, when the schools were closed.

Before going on into modern history, | must mention the role that the Primary Schools playedwhen Jiaozhou wasinvaded by the Japanese in 1938. Shortly before this,the leaders of Jiaozhou County built up a plat-
form and called the citizens to an outdoor meeting. They explained that, since there was no defense available, the leaders would leave the city. The people were asked to behave well toward the intruders and to
avoid violence. On the evening of the 15th of January, the Japanese troops marched in. Inmediately, one thousand women and children flooded into the former Girl's School. Another three hundred sought refuge in
the Xiguan schools. Every floor space was occupied! The refugees were fed with millet soup(Xiaomitang), and some families in the town brought additional food to them. They could feel rather safe in the schools,
since the Swedish Consul General in Shanghai had sent posters topaste on the doors of Swedish institutions, asking the military and civil authorities to leave the property unmolested. This wasusually respected.
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The later history is no doubt known to you. In the 1950s, this building wasused by Jiaozhou No. 1 Middle School. More buildings were added, and the school grew.In 2002,they moved to their beautiful new campus
and have experienced an impressive expansion since. — And now, the old School building is the home of a Christian Church and the place of a new museum.

After a long period of silence, Principal Wang Huating wrote a letter to my father in 1981. He quoted the old Chinese saying: “When you drink the water, remember its source”. | think he was being polite, considering
the Swedish mission as the source of the life change that he had experienced. - | have thought more about this saying. There is a more important source to remember today. We read in the Old Testament (Exodus
17) about the journey of the Israeli people through the desert land. They were short of water. They were thirsting. They were in danger. So, they started accusing their leader Moses for having led them to this dry
and barren place. But,on God's order, Moses took his rod and hit a rock, and water came gushing out, to the comfort of all the desperate people.

This rock is often perceived as a symbol of Jesus Christ,the source of life. This has inspired an old hymn, a song which has been translated into so many different languages: “Rock of ages, cleft for me..” - So,
when we study the age-old items collected in the museum, let us remember bygone days,which make up our history. But let us not forget to consider the fountain of life, the source which helps us look forward to a
future of faith, hope, and love.

With this, | wish you blessings and success in your work, your museum, and for thepromising future which lies ahead.

Uppsala, Sweden, April 14, 2018

Alice Rinell Hermansson /in Jiaozhou known as “Lally”
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